
WASHINGTON 
STATE KNIGHTS  
OF COLUMBUS  

 
"THE SECOND EDITION "  

MARCH  

" 2016"  
 

GOD HAS BLESSINGS  

WITH YOUR NAME ON IT!!  

"VIVAT JESUS"  

 

Steve Snell - Editor - 509.386.3462 - stevesnell@charter.net  
 

The difference between a master and a beginner?  

The master has failed more times  

than the beginner  

has ever tried.  

 

 

Be good, make a difference!  

 



 

 

 

 

"FAMILY OF THE MONTH"  

SUPREME COUNC IL "FAMILY OF THE MONTH" AWARDS  
 

SUPREME COUNCIL "FAMILY OF THE MONTH" AWARDS  
 

Each month the Supreme Council will randomly select families that are nominated by their   

councils, by completing the Family of the Month form  (forms must into Supreme by the 15th 

of the month.) Each Family will receive a Holy Family Icon from the Supreme Council. 

 

The following families from Washington are  

winners for January, 2016.  Congratulations to: 
                    

     Jose & Norma Nunez                                  Robert & Carol Farmer  

  Council 10652 - Ft. Lewis                            Council 11789 - Bremerton 

                         

We are all aware of the importance of Family & our Brother Knights. 

Close your eyes - they come drifting back to us like dreams.....maybe 

it's not their words at all but simply their images that may be wordless, 

eloquent, tongue-tied, clumsy, joyous and the giving of decades of  

"BEING THERE."  

 

Unless we take pains we often forget to thank them.....Take pains.  
Recognize them and say THANKS! 

 
             PUT A NEW STAR IN THE SKY WITH A  

            FAMILY OF THE MONTH AWARD!!  



STATE AWARDS APPLIC ATION 

SCHEDULE  

AWARD DUE DATES & WHO TO SUBMIT TO  
(EMAIL ADRESSES FOUND IN STATE DIRECTORY)  

 

FAMILY OF THE YEAR  

April 1  

Marcel Bergeron 

FAMILY@KOFC-WA.ORG 

 

KNIGHT OF THE YEAR  

April 1  

Joseph F. Wolleat, COUNCIL 

7506 - 191st Ave E 

Bonney Lake, WA 98391-8558 

 

HERBERT M LEIBERT, PGK  

RIGHT TO LIFE MEMORIAL  

April 1  

Andrew Kopriva PRO LIFE 

3203 S Newport St 

Kennewick, WA 99337-4454 

 

HARRY J TUCKER, JR,  

FSW, PSD, FVSM MEMORIAL  

April 1  

Joseph F. Wolleat, COUNCIL 

7506 - 191st Ave E 

Bonney Lake, WA 98391-8558 

 

GEORGE C TURK 

PSD,FVSM GIFT OF LIFE BLOOD  

 DONOR HONOR ROLL -  April 1  

Michael D. McCloskey, COMMUNITY 

18414 - 57th Ave NE 

Kenmore, WA 98023-8708 

 

WADE S. WALDEN, FDD 

PLATELETS HEROS AWARD HONOR 

ROLL - April 1  

Michael D. McCloskey, COMMUNITY 

8905 N Bradbury St.  

 

 

CHURCH 

April 15  

Timothy J. Coyle, CHURCH 

10114 N Fleetwood ST 

Spokane, WA 99208-9469 

 

COMMUNITY  

April 15  

Michael D. McCloskey, COMMUNITY 

18414 - 57th Ave NE 

Kenmore, WA 98023-8708 

 

COUNCIL  

April 15  

Joseph F. Wolleat, COUNCIL 

7506 - 191st Ave E 

Bonney Lake, WA 98391-8558 

 

FAMILY S ERVICE  

April 15  

Marcel Bergeron 

FAMILY@KOFC-WA.ORG 

 

YOUTH  

April 15  

Kenneth DeVos, YOUTH 

2418 SW 149th St 

Burien, WA 98166-1647 

 

PRO-LIFE  

April 15  

Andrew Kopriva, PRO-LIFE 

3203 S Newport St 

Kennewick, WA 99337-4454 

 

              Kenmore, WA 99023-8708  



 

 

 

THE POWER AND PEACE OF FAMILY MEMORIES  

I can think of no word that evokes as much emotion or carries as much moral or 

political weight as family. It is imbedded in our lives and defines who we are as a 

culture and defines our genetic and moral composition. We're all born into a     

family of one sort or another and will spend at the very least part of our lives      

inside some form of family. The institution of family, whatever its form, remains 

the center of social life in virtually all societies. 

 
By STEVE SNELL 

 
The first tantalizing smells of fall that trailed past in the air were still in his       

nostrils. The past was in it; the pictures blew like smoke across his mind, the   

voices of friends and family, the outline of the hills, the harvested fields, the smell 

and warmth of the barn, the creak of saddle leather, the feel of a horse, sounds of 

geese flying south, the smell of fresh cut hay, the smell of hollyhocks, the school 

with the smell of new erasers, the echoes of his friends in the halls, sloppy Joes 

simmering in the school kitchen. The smoke is free to travel and it is in that     

freedom that they gain their strength. 

  

So there he was watching the beauty of the moonlight that went clear through him, 

bringing back memories, heartbeats from his past. ñIôm ready to go and look 

around some,ò he told her. ñBut who is there she asked, and what is there?ò 

 

He rubbed his hand across his forehead, and then slowly shook his head. ñI dunno.  

It feels pleasantly quiet, though. And you get the smell and feel of the past the   

minute the road starts for home. Sort of a hazy lazy place to go, but then Iôve 

turned into a hazy lazy man, honey. Just sitting and thinking is about all Iôm good 

for, or most of the time just sitting without the thinking. Why beautiful, whereôd 

you get them tears?ò "I wish ï I wish ï" she began ñThatôs all right,ò he nodded. 

ñKeep right on wishing things. Thatôs what I been doing lately. And wishing things 

is often better than doing them. The way things are thatôs often the best way to be.  

 

"I'm feeling a little cold." Then, slowly, he rubbed his hands over his knees, with 

the secret craving of the old for warmth .... "Honey donôt give up on me," he 

reached out and held her hand, then the sound of silence, and he was gone....... 

 

On my birthday I wish my first family, (mom and dad) were here, I miss them. 

But I know my wish won't work because someone has blown out my candles. 



 

 

What does your family do when you run out of food at home? You probably 
make a trip to the grocery store. But many families in Washington have to 

wait. And wait. So they go hungry. Many people are facing short-term      
emergencies, such as devastating illness or the loss of a job. A helping hand is 
all they need to get out of a tight place. Others, especially the aged and those 
who are mentally or physically challenged, have long-term needs. The Food 
for Families program provides food from compassionate people in the Order 

all over our state. They, in turn, share it with people in need. 

 

Among the families many have a large number of children. 
 

 
 

ñI'll be all around in the dark - I'll be everywhere. Wherever you can look -    

wherever there's a fight, so hungry people can eat, I'll be there. Wherever there's a 

cop beatin' up a guy, I'll be there. I'll be in the way guys yell when they're mad. I'll 

be in the way kids laugh when they're hungry and they know supper's ready, and 

when the people are eatin' the stuff they raise and livin' in the houses they build - 

I'LL BE THERE, TOO.ò   

(Quote from John Steinbeckôs ñGrapes of Rath) 

As Knights we are asking you to be there for those in need by using the  
Food for Families Program. Please!                                                    

QUESTIONS ï Contact me, (509-386-3462) or stevesnell@charter.net 
 

STEVE SNELL, DDM, FDD, PFN, PGK -- STATE FAMILY CHAIRMAN  

mailto:stevesnell@charter.net
http://s1.hubimg.com/u/357320_f520.jpg


 

 

 

 
By FATHER KENNETH KRALL 

 

Jesuit Priest and Professor in the Modern Languages Department at Gonzaga University 

 

          King Saul's son Jonathan first appears in the Fourteenth Chapter of the First Book 

of   Samuel.  He is a young buck, running over with energy and the desire to make a mark 

for  himself as a great warrior.  One day he and his equally rambunctious armor bearer 

decided to take on two Philistine guards. And did so successfully. Their sudden and         

unexpected attack    precipitated panic and confusion in the Philistine camp, which was 

noted by the Israelites who finally took advantage of the situation by attacking.  The       

result?  A Philistine defeat that gave victory to the Israelites and great glory to Jonathan.  

So much glory in fact that when through a strange turn of events Jonathan was about to be 

put to death by his father, King Saul, the army stopped the king and saved Jonathan.  The 

details are all there in Chapter Fourteen and are worth a read through.  
 

Jonathan next appears just after David so simply, yet so dramatically killed the    

giant  Philistine warrior Goliath.  In the opening verses of Chapter 18 we read that         

"Jonathan had     become as fond of David as if his life depended on him; he loved (David) 

as he loved himself".  And a verse or two later we learn that "Jonathan entered into a bond 

with David, because he loved him as himself."  Jonathan then gave David his mantle, his 

military uniform, his sword, his bow and his belt.  In fact the words we find in the Bible 

describing the friendship that grew up between Jonathan and David have caused many 

people a great deal of embarrassment.  For such obvious and strong a love between two 

men to be so open a part of the Bible story has been something many people have wanted to 

cover up and ignore because it was so abnormal. Yet had his love for David not been that 

strong, Jonathan would most likely have gone along with his  father Saul's plans to do away 

with David; would probably have stood by and let Saul's jealousy kill this bothersome 

boy/harpist turned national hero; this nobody shepherd from the pastures of Bethlehem, 

http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/campusRatings.jsp?sid=370


 

 

who was so effectively stealing the king's royal thunder. But Jonathan did love David  

greatly and so saved David's life, this David from whose descendants would come one day, 

centuries later, the Messiah, himself born in Bethlehem.. 

  

Immediately following the birth of Saul's hatred of David, but before Jonathan came back 

into the picture and took David's side, an interesting string of events took place.  First while 

in one of his black moods, when his evil spirit was upon him, Saul twice tried to nail David 

to the wall with the royal spear.  But twice David escaped.  Then in a saner moment the wily 

 king decided to make David an army officer and so sent him off to fight wherever         

necessary, hoping that an    enemy's arrow or spear would kill off this bothersome lad.  But 

the Lord, we are told, was with David and David won battle after battle and so              

compounded his own glory and Saul's jealousy.  

 

Next the king promised to marry his daughter Merob to David, but changed his 

mind close to the marriage date and gave her to someone else. However Saul's other  

daughter, Michal, loved David a good deal.  And when Saul found that out, he said that she 

could be David's wife, if David brought back rather specific proof that he had killed one 

hundred Philistines.  David took Saul up on his offer and in the end slew not one hundred 

Philistines, but two hundred. The victorious warrior counted out the specified proof in the 

presence of the king himself. David and Michal were married and Saul began to recognize 

that though the Lord was no longer on his side, the Lord certainly was with David.  For 

more details about this specific proof read through the last ten verses of Chapter Eighteen. 

 

However, Saul's realization was not real enough to end Saul's hateful jealousy and 

so the king went ahead with another plan, a plan that Jonathan successfully defused.  But 

Saul would make other plans, as we will hear and he will give us yet other  examples of how 

terrible a thing jealousy can at times be.  

 

 
                  



 

 

Vatican II appears to have been an unrelieved disaster for Roman Catholicism. Liars may  

figure, but figures do not lie. These statistics are a bit dated but I was unable to copy updated 

statistics from the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA). If you want         

additional statistics you can find them at the CARA website.  Here are some of the grim       

statistics of Catholicism's decline: 

By ANDREW  AND JOANNE KOPRIVA                                                              

WASHINGTON STATE CULTURE OF LIFE COUPLE 

Priests. While the number of priests in the United States more than doubled to 58,000, between 

1930 and 1965, since then that number has fallen to 45,000. By 2020, there will be only 31,000 

priests left, and more than half of these priests will be over 70. 

Ordinations. In 1965, 1,575 new priests were ordained in the United States. In 2002, the number 

was 450. In 1965, only 1 percent of U.S. parishes were without a priest. Today, there are 3,000 

priest less parishes, 15 percent of all U.S. parishes. 

Seminarians. Between 1965 and 2002, the number of seminarians dropped from 49,000 to 

4,700, a decline of over 90 percent. Two-thirds of the 600 seminaries that were operating in 1965 

have now closed. 

Sisters. In 1965, there were 180,000 Catholic nuns. By 2002, that had fallen to 75,000 and the 

average age of a Catholic nun is today 68. In 1965, there were 104,000 teaching nuns. Today, 

there are 8,200, a decline of 94 percent since the end of Vatican II. 

Religious Orders. For religious orders in America, the end is in sight. In 1965, 3,559 young men 

were studying to become Jesuit priests. In 2000, the figure was 389. With the Christian Brothers, 

the situation is even more dire. Their number has shrunk by two-thirds, with the number of   

seminarians falling 99 percent. In 1965, there were 912 seminarians in the Christian Brothers. In 

2000, there were only seven. The number of young men studying to become Franciscan and 

Redemptorists  priests fell from 3,379 in 1965 to 84 in 2000. 

Catholic schools. Almost half of all Catholic high schools in the United States have closed since 

1965. The student population has fallen from 700,000 to 386,000. Parochial schools suffered an 

even greater decline. Some 4,000 have disappeared, and the number of pupils attending has   

fallen below 2 million -- from 4.5 million. 



 

 

Though the number of U.S. Catholics has risen by 20 million since 1965, statistics show that the 

power of Catholic belief and devotion to the Faith are not nearly what they were: 

Catholic Marriage. Catholic marriages have fallen in number by one-third since 1965, while the 

annual number of annulments has soared from 338 in 1968 to 50,000 in 2002. 

Attendance at Mass. A 1958 Gallup Poll reported that three in four Catholics attended church 

on Sundays. A study by the University of Notre Dame found that only one in four now attend. 

Only 10 percent of lay religious teachers now accept church teaching on contraception.           

Fifty-three percent believe a Catholic can have an abortion and remain a good Catholic.          

Sixty-five  percent believe that Catholics may divorce and remarry. Seventy-seven percent      

believe one can be a good Catholic without going to mass on Sundays. By one New York Times 

poll, 70  percent of all Catholics in the age group 18 to 44 believe the Eucharist is merely a 

"symbolic reminder" of Jesus. 

Through the papacy of Pius XII, the church resisted the clamor to accommodate itself to the 

world and remained a moral beacon to mankind. Since Vatican II, the church has sought to meet 

the world halfway. 
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ñA farmer had some puppies he needed to sell. He painted a sign advertising the 4 pups and set 

about nailing it to a post on the edge of his yard. As he was driving the last nail into the post, he 

felt a tug on his overalls. He looked down into the eyes of a little boy 

 
LOVE IS WHAT MATTERS  

Has th been  contact for job placement  
óMister,ô he said, óI want to buy one of your puppies.ô 

óWell,ô said the farmer, as he rubbed the sweat off the back of his neck, óThese puppies 

come from fine parents and cost a good deal of money.ô 

The boy dropped his head for a moment. Then reaching deep into his pocket, he pulled out 

a handful of change and held it up to the farmer. 

óIôve got thirty-nine cents. Is that enough to take a look?ô 

óSure,ô said the farmer. And with that he let out a whistle. óHere, Dolly!ô he called. 

Out from the doghouse and down the ramp ran Dolly followed by four little balls of fur. 

The little boy pressed his face against the chain link fence. His eyes danced with delight. As 

the dogs made their way to the fence, the little boy noticed something else stirring inside the 

doghouse. 

Slowly another little ball appeared, this one noticeably smaller. Down the ramp it slid. 

Then in a somewhat awkward manner, the little pup began hobbling toward the others, 

doing its best to catch upéò 

ñóI want that one,ô the little boy said, pointing to the runt. 

The farmer knelt down at the boyôs side and said, óSon, you donôt want that puppy. He will 

never be able to run and play with you like these other dogs would.ô 

 

With that the little boy stepped back from the fence, reached down, and began rolling up one 

leg of his trousers. In doing so he revealed a steel brace running down both sides of his leg 

attaching itself to a specially made shoe. Looking back up at the farmer, he said, óYou see sir, 

I donôt run too well myself, and he will need someone who understands.ô 

With tears in his eyes, the farmer reached down and picked up the little pup. Holding it 

carefully he handed it to the little boy 

óHow much?ô asked the little boyé 

óNo charge,ò answered the farmer, ñThereôs no charge for love.'ò 



 

 

I WISH YOU ENOUGH  

 

I wish you enough sun to keep your 

attitude bright no matter how gray 

the day may appear. 

 

I wish you enough rain to appreciate 

the sun even more. 

 

I wish you enough happiness to  

keep your spirit alive and everlasting. 

 

I wish you enough pain so that even the smallest  

of joys in life may appear bigger. 

 

I wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting.   

 

I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess. 

 

I wish you enough hellos to get you through                         

the final good-bye. 

 

 

REST IN PEACE MY BROTHER 

JOHN SNELL 1954 - 2016 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Recently I was in Washington and was impressed by the 

work going on and the  potential for growth.  I want to 

thank those who attended the seminars and ask for your 

input on what you would like to have presented.  I want 

to thank the District Deputies, and Host councils for 

their welcoming and  hospitality.  

 

By Ray Lopez PSD Membership Program Consultant 

 

As lent wraps up we hopefully have renewed our commitment to Jesus.  With that 

said have you helped others do the same? I think most of you have. What has your 

council done during lent?  Rosaries, Prayer services, and even hosting fish fry.  All 

of those events bring the Catholic Community together allowing us to live our faith 

more fully, and offer fellowship.  Being involved in the community is         

strengthening for those hosting and those attending.  

 

Now as Easter approaches I challenge every council to make sure they recruit from 

the RCIA classes.  As we welcome those new Catholics into the faith letôs make 

sure they are involved in the Catholic Community.   Hold a 1
st
 Degree and make 

sure you have programs planned to get them involved.  

 

Yours Fraternally 

Ray Lopez PSD 

Membership Program Consultant.   

 

 

Reason to Recruit: March:  Easter and Spring is upon us.  This is a time of       

renewal and growing.  Our councils need spring all year round.  Fresh men bring 

in fresh ideas.   If we are not growing we are dying.  

 

Membership 365 is a mindset of any time or place can be a time for Charity,  

Service and Recruitment.   Ask the question.....are you a Knight?  

 

Ray L. Lopez PSD 
Membership Program Consultant 

Department of Membership Growth 

(203) 444-2921  ray.lopez@kofc.org 
 

What can I do to help you? 

mailto:ray.lopez@kofc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Most of us good Catholics, when we were brought up, especially if you are of my vintage, were 

taught that during this time of Lent, we should "give up" something as an act of sacrifice--a form 

of Penance for our sins. 

 

By Manny Aguilar, Hispanic Membership Chairman/ East 

 

We would give up candy or some such MAJOR  sacrifice, then, like our New 

Year's resolutions, sneak in a bar or two down the road- namely, break our vow  

after a couple of weeks, if not  sooner. (We always had a legitimate excuse, of 

course.) 

As much as I have tried, I have yet to find in the bible, any reference to the act of 

pleasing GOD by "giving up" something like food or going to the movies, etc.  

   

What I did find were countless references as to ways of pleasing GOD by DOING           

SOMETHING for someone else, especially those in great need. ISN'T THAT 

WHAT BEING A KNIGHT IS ALL ABOUT???  

 

So, I will stand on record here, to go against all old traditions of "giving up"   

something for Lent and rather recommend you step up and "Put in" some major  

effort, as a Knight, and help our neighbors in need through one of our many     

charitable  programs that are sitting there in your councils just waiting for YOU to 

STEP UP AND PUT IN. 

 

After a while, it can become contagious and, I'm sure, God will be pleased so much 

more than if you gave up something. 

 

Think about it!  

 

Manny Aguilar  
 

 

 


